
() 

Description: 

Cleistorhabdus williamsii BLACK, 1972 
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Figs. 1-3 - Cleistorhabdus williamsii sp. nov., x 8,000. 1) Holotype, distal 
view. Upper Gault, Bed XII, Folkestone (H.877). SM 23337. 2) Distal 
view. Floor of Atlantic Ocean east of the Blake Plateau (H.826). SM 21964. 
3) Proximal view. Upper Gault, Bed XI, Folkestone (H.756). SM 23209. 

Diagnosis: As for the genus. 

Description: The distal shield consists of keystone-shaped elements with radially-directed 
sutures, sometimes showing a slight clockwise precession. The central area is delimited by a 
slight but well-marked groove; within this is a single cycle of more or less rhomb-shaped crys
tals, usually about four fewer than the petaloid elements. The spine-base consists of minute 
granules forming a circular ring round the central opening, which is about 1 · 0 f.L in diameter. 
The spine is missing from all the available specimens. 
Measurements (in microns): 

d d' p p' c c' n 
Holotype: H.877 23337 distal v1ew 5 · 8 4 · 7 3 · 6 2 · 8 24 

H.756 23209 proximal )) 5 ·5 4·5 3 ·8 3·2 2·2 22 
H.826 21964 distal )) 5·4 4·4 4·7 3·3 3·4 2·4 22 

d, d' major and minor diameters respectively of the distal shield or distal surface. 
p, p' major and minor diameters of the proximal shield or proximal surface. 
c, c' major and minor diameters of the central area; figures in italics indicate measure

ments on the proximal side, which are not always strictly comparable with those 
made on the distal side. 

n number of component elements in the distal shield, loxolith-ring or other marginal 
structure. 

Type level: 

Upper Gault (Upper Albian). 

Occurrence: Upper Gault, Beds XI and XII at Folkestone (Upper Albian). Also known 
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from the floor of the Atlantic Ocean east of the Blake Plateau (H.826) in sediment dated as 
Upper Cenomanian (Lamont Geological Observatory V22-8, 24° 52' N, 74° 01' W, depth 
5239 m). 

Type locality: 

East Wear Bay, Folkestone (Southeastern England). 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. 
Holotype: SM 23337; fig. 1; from the Upper Gault, Bed XII, at Folkestone (H.877). 

Author: 

Black M., 1972, p. 36; pl. 14, figs. 1-3. 

Reference: 

British Lower Cretaceous Coccoliths. I. Gault Clay. Palaeontogr. Soc. Monogr.: (1), pp. 1-
48, pls. 1-16, 31 text-figs., 2 Tabs. 
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